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As members of the Open Government Partnership, committed to the principles enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Convention against Corruption, and other
applicable international instruments related to human rights and good governance:
We acknowledge that people all around the world are demanding more openness in government.
They are calling for greater civic participation in public affairs, and seeking ways to make their
governments more transparent, responsive, accountable, and effective.
We recognize that countries are at different stages in their efforts to promote openness in
government, and that each of us pursues an approach consistent with our national priorities and
circumstances and the aspirations of our citizens.
We accept responsibility for seizing this moment to strengthen our commitments to promote
transparency, fight corruption, empower citizens, and harness the power of new technologies to
make government more effective and accountable.
We uphold the value of openness in our engagement with citizens to improve services, manage
public resources, promote innovation, and create safer communities. We embrace principles of
transparency and open government with a view toward achieving greater prosperity, well-being,
and human dignity in our own countries and in an increasingly interconnected world.
Together, we declare our commitment to:
Increase the availability of information about governmental activities.
Governments collect and hold information on behalf of people, and citizens have a right to seek
information about governmental activities. We commit to promoting increased access to
information and disclosure about governmental activities at every level of government. We
commit to increasing our efforts to systematically collect and publish data on government
spending and performance for essential public services and activities. We commit to pro-actively
provide high-value information, including raw data, in a timely manner, in formats that the
public can easily locate, understand and use, and in formats that facilitate reuse. We commit to
providing access to effective remedies when information or the corresponding records are
improperly withheld, including through effective oversight of the recourse process. We
recognize the importance of open standards to promote civil society access to public data, as well
as to facilitate the interoperability of government information systems. We commit to seeking
feedback from the public to identify the information of greatest value to them, and pledge to take
such feedback into account to the maximum extent possible.
Support civic participation.
We value public participation of all people, equally and without discrimination, in decision
making and policy formulation. Public engagement, including the full participation of women,
increases the effectiveness of governments, which benefit from people’s knowledge, ideas and
ability to provide oversight. We commit to making policy formulation and decision making more
transparent, creating and using channels to solicit public feedback, and deepening public
participation in developing, monitoring and evaluating government activities. We commit to
protecting the ability of not-for-profit and civil society organizations to operate in ways
consistent with our commitment to freedom of expression, association, and opinion. We commit

to creating mechanisms to enable greater collaboration between governments and civil society
organizations and businesses.
Implement the highest standards of professional integrity throughout our administrations.
Accountable government requires high ethical standards and codes of conduct for public
officials. We commit to having robust anti-corruption policies, mechanisms and practices,
ensuring transparency in the management of public finances and government purchasing, and
strengthening the rule of law. We commit to maintaining or establishing a legal framework to
make public information on the income and assets of national, high ranking public officials. We
commit to enacting and implementing rules that protect whistleblowers. We commit to making
information regarding the activities and effectiveness of our anticorruption prevention and
enforcement bodies, as well as the procedures for recourse to such bodies, available to the
public, respecting the confidentiality of specific law enforcement information. We commit to
increasing deterrents against bribery and other forms of corruption in the public and private
sectors, as well as to sharing information and expertise.
Increase access to new technologies for openness and accountability.
New technologies offer opportunities for information sharing, public participation, and
collaboration. We intend to harness these technologies to make more information public in ways
that enable people to both understand what their governments do and to influence decisions. We
commit to developing accessible and secure online spaces as platforms for delivering services,
engaging the public, and sharing information and ideas. We recognize that equitable and
affordable access to technology is a challenge, and commit to seeking increased online and
mobile connectivity, while also identifying and promoting the use of alternative mechanisms for
civic engagement. We commit to engaging civil society and the business community to identify
effective practices and innovative approaches for leveraging new technologies to empower
people and promote transparency in government. We also recognize that increasing access to
technology entails supporting the ability of governments and citizens to use it. We commit to
supporting and developing the use of technological innovations by government employees and
citizens alike. We also understand that technology is a complement, not a substitute, for clear,
useable, and useful information.
We acknowledge that open government is a process that requires ongoing and sustained
commitment. We commit to reporting publicly on actions undertaken to realize these principles,
to consulting with the public on their implementation, and to updating our commitments in light
of new challenges and opportunities.
We pledge to lead by example and contribute to advancing open government in other countries
by sharing best practices and expertise and by undertaking the commitments expressed in this
declaration on a non-binding, voluntary basis. Our goal is to foster innovation and spur progress,
and not to define standards to be used as a precondition for cooperation or assistance or to rank
countries. We stress the importance to the promotion of openness of a comprehensive approach
and the availability of technical assistance to support capacity- and institution-building.
We commit to espouse these principles in our international engagement, and work to foster a
global culture of open government that empowers and delivers for citizens, and advances the
ideals of open and participatory 21st century government.

